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94-168 June 20, 1994 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
GIRLS STATE SPEAKERS 
CHARLESTON - Gov. Jim Edgar and other state and local officials will 
address the 54th annual session of the American Legion Auxiliary lllini Girls State 
June 19-25 at Eastern Illinois University. 
Gov. Jim Edgar will speak to the 700 Girls Staters at 7:15 p.m. Thursday, 
June 23 in Eastern's Dvorak Concert Hall in the Doudna Fine Arts Center. 
Katherine Parker who oversees Women's Affairs for the State of Illinois, will 
address the Girls State delegation at 9 a.m., June 24, also in Dvorak Concert Hall. 
Other speakers during the week will be Sens. Penny Severns and Karen 
Husara, Lake County Board Member Carol Calabresa, Coles County Circuit Court 
Judge Rita Garman, Coles County Sheriff James Kimball, Edgar County Clerk 
Becky Kraemer and Regional Superintendent of Schools Rose Mary Shepherd. 
WCIA-TV weather personality Judy Fraser, Sgt. Maj. Marty Conatser with 
the National Guard and American Legion Department Commander Arthur Rawers 
will also speak. 
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Representing Eastern during the opening ceremony on June 19 will be 
President David Jorns and University Housing and Dining Services Director Kevin 
Cannon. 
Renae Paolella of Steger, director of Illinois Girls State, said, "Girls State 
gives participants an opportunity to learn about state government and to develop 
lasting friendships. The girls will experience election processes, including voting 
and holding party conventions." 
New this year will be an informational workshop which will give a general 
overview of Girls State and a candidate forum. 
"During the forum, candidates will be asked key questions related to election 
issues. They will be evaluated on their performance during the forum instead of 
their campaign slogan as has been the case in the past", Paolella said. 
To be eligible for Girls State, a girl must be between her junior and senior 
year and be in the top half of her class. She must also have a genuine interest in 
state government. 
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